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Congressman Robert C. “Bobby” Scott has represented Virginia’s third congressional district in the U.S. 

House of Representatives since 1993. Prior to his service in Congress, he served in the Virginia House of 

Delegates from 1978 to 1983 and in the Senate of Virginia from 1983 to 1993.  

During his tenure in the Virginia General Assembly, Congressman Scott successfully sponsored laws 

critical to Virginians in education, employment, health care, social services, economic development, 

crime prevention and consumer protection. His legislative successes in the state legislature included 

laws that increased Virginia’s minimum wage, created the Governor’s Employment and Training Council 

and improved health care benefits for women, infants and children.  

Congressman Scott has the distinction of being the first African-American elected to Congress from the 

Commonwealth of Virginia since Reconstruction and only the second African-American elected to 

Congress in Virginia’s history. Having a maternal grandfather of Filipino ancestry also gives him the 

distinction of being the first American with Filipino ancestry to serve as a voting member of Congress.  

Congressman Scott currently serves as the Chairman of the Committee on Education and Labor. In this 

capacity, he is advancing an agenda that improves equity in education, frees students from the burdens 

of crippling debt, protects and expands access to affordable health care, ensures workers have a safe 

workplace where they can earn a living wage free from discrimination, and guarantees seniors have a 

secure and dignified retirement.  

From 2015-2018, he served as the ranking member of what was then called the Committee on 

Education and the Workforce and developed a strong record of working across the aisle to pass critical 

legislation. In 2015, he was one of the four primary authors of the Every Student Succeeds Act, which 

reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act for the first time in 13 years and replaced the 

No Child Left Behind Act. Additionally, in 2017, he worked to secure passage of legislation to reform and 

update our nation’s career and technical education system, as well as the juvenile justice system in 

2018, which were both signed into law by President Donald Trump. The latter legislation, the Juvenile 

Justice Reform Act, contained core tenets of Congressman Scott’s Youth Prison Reduction through 

Opportunities, Mentoring, Intervention, Support, and Education (Youth PROMISE) Act, which he had 

introduced in every Congress since 2007. 


